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Yasuyuki SHIMIZU

■ Representative, Life Link Suicide Prevention Center - NPO 

■ Member, Cabinet Office, Council for Promoting Measures Against Suicide
■ Member, Tokyo Council for General Measures Against Suicide 
■ Cabinet Advisor (Member, Emergency Strategy Team for Suicide Prevention) 

Born in Tokyo in 1972. Former Director, NHK.
During his tenure at NHK, he was affiliated with the News Bureau Programming Division, primarily in charge of a program called “Today’s Close-up”.

In 2001, he broadcasted “Don’t die, Dad–Children left behind by a parent’s suicide,” a program which covered the stories of children orphaned by suicide over the course of one year. This program—which served as the impetus for Shimizu, who had previously worked anonymously, to become the public “spokesperson” for children orphaned by suicide—received widespread public response.

Shimizu would continue to cover the stories of bereaved children, the wills of suicide victims, and measures to prevent suicide, and, sensing the lack of suicide prevention measures in Japan, which lacked such a “spokesperson,” retired from NHK in the spring of 2004. He then established the NPO Life Link in the fall of 2004, with the intention of serving as a “social link” to create countermeasures against suicide.

In 2005, he planned and held the first symposium on measures to prevent suicide in the National Assembly Members’ Building.

In 2006, he planned and implemented an endeavor entitled “30,000 signatures in support of enacting into law preventative measures against suicide” (consequently collecting 100,000 signatures), thereby contributing significantly to the passage of the Suicide Prevention Law. This represented a major step towards the “socialization” of the issue of suicide.
In 2009, Shimizu was appointed by Minister Fukushima to the position of “Advisor for Suicide Prevention” as a member of the “Emergency Strategy Team for Suicide Prevention.”

Shimizu’s two-fold mantra is that “suicide prevention is both ‘support for living’ and ‘support for life.’” He works tirelessly with a wide network of people, from authors to journalists, legal experts to medical practitioners, and creative people to Diet members.

Co-authored:
“Yami no naka ni hikari wo miidasu” (“Finding Light in the Darkness”), Iwanami booklet: March, 2010.


“Jisatsu shakai kara ikigokochi no yoi shakai he” (From a Suicide Society to a Society with a Will to Live), Kodansha, Ltd.: March, 2010.
